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Foreword

The consideration of gender issues in natural resources
management (NRM) in Africa merits special atten-
tion. Knowledge of these issues is critical for suc-
cessful project  design, planning and implementation;
and policy making at regional, national, and local
levels.

The associated review of the U.S. Agency for
International Development NRM projects and the
bibliography were developed in association with the
Conference on  Environment and Natural Resources
Policy held in The Gambia in January  1994. The
Conference brought together NGOs, PVOs, USAID
field staff, and ministry officials who are implement-
ing environmental projects across Africa. The themes
of participation and governance, drew attention to the
issue of women’s participation, as both beneficiaries
and decision-makers. We can not  afford to pay lip
service to women in development in the face of mount-
ing evidence that shows the link between failing to

integrate gender issues in project planning and failed
initiatives.

This publication—A Selected Bibliography on
Gender in Environment and Natural Resources—
navigates us through a sample of USAID environ-
mental projects and, concomitantly,  through the prac-
tice of gender analysis, revealing areas of needed
improvement and gaps in our knowledge.* Together
with A Guide to Gender Dimension of Environment
and Natural Resources Management, this document
will help project implementors and policymakers
better understand gender issues in natural resources
management, and provide guidance in addressing
those issues.

Curt Reintsma
Division Chief
USAID/AFR/SD/PSGE

* The research and development of the analysis in
this publication was supported by the Africa Women in
Development Project (698-0529), and managed by the
MayaTech Corproation. Publication and distribution is
under the Policy, Analysis, Research, and Technical
Support Project (698-0478).
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I would like to give a special thanks to Tim Resch,
Mike McGahuey, and Tony Pryor of U.S. Agency for
International Development, Bureau for Africa, Office
of Sustainable Development, Productive Sector
Growth and Environment Division (SD/PSGE) for
generating the impetus and collaborative efforts to
make gender research an integral part of the Division’s
analytical agenda. As Women-in-Development Advi-
sor to the Bureau, I have enjoyed and benefited from
our collegial relationship and mutual endeavors in the
area of natural resources management.

As the women in development advisor to the
Africa Bureau under the Africa Women in Develop-
ment (AFWID) Project, I compiled this bibliography
in consultation with the Africa Bureau’s Office of
Sustainable Development, the Productive Sector
Growth and Environment Division (AFR/SD/PSGE)
prior to the January 1994 Environment and Natural
Resources Policy Conference held in Banjul, The
Gambia. The project was designed to advise and
support Bureau and Mission efforts to more routinely

Acknowledgements

address gender issues in all sectors as well as to
monitor progress and document the accomplishments.

Among its activities, AFWID delivered techni-
cal assistance in the form of training, project or pro-
gram reviews, identification of research needs, and
recommendations for policy and program improve-
ment to accomplish the Agency’s women in develop-
ment goals.

I hope to build on this current bibliography to
develop an annotated version, which would include
abstracts for the more salient references. It could also
be used as a database to expand the list of references
as new publications on the subject become available.
Comments, corrections, and additions are especially
welcome.

Additional resource materials or information on
the subject can be obtained by contacting me at The
MayaTech Corporation, 1300 Spring Street, 5th Floor,
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3618, tel: (301) 587-
1600 or fax: (301) 587-0709.

Mary Picard
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Glossary of Acronyms and Abbreviations

AAWORD African Women’s Association for Research and Development
AFR Bureau for Africa (USAID)
AFWID Africa Women in Development Project
ARTS Office of Analysis, Research, and Technical Support (USAID/AFR, currently USAID/SD)
ATRCW African Training and Research Centre for Women
AWLAE African Women Leaders in Agriculture and the Environment Program (Winrock Interna-

tional)

CDIE Center for Development Impact and Evaluation (USAID)
CIDA Canadian International Development Agency
CILSS Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel
CGIAR Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
CWS Church World Service

DAWN Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era
DESFIL Development Strategies for Fragile Lands Project (Chemonics International)

ECOGEN Ecology, Community Organization and Gender Research Project
ELCI Environment Liaison Centre International
ENDA Environment and Development Action in the Third World

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization (United Nations)
FARA Division of Food, Agriculture, and Resources Analysis (USAID/AFR/ARTS, currently USAID/

SD/PSGE)
FINNIDA Finnish International Development Agency
FSP Forestry Support Program

GENESYS Gender in Economic and Social Systems Project (The Futures Group)

IAA Institute for African Alternatives
ICLARM International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management
ICRAF International Centre for Research on Agroforestry
ICRW International Council for Research on Women
IDA Institute for Development Anthropology
IDRC International Development Research Centre
IDS Institute for Development Studies
IFAD International Food and Agricultural Development
IIED International Institute for Environment and Development
ILO International Labour Organization
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INSTRAW International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women
IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature
IWTC International Women’s Tribune Centre

KIT Royal Tropical Institute (The Netherlands)

LTC Land Tenure Center (University of Wisconsin)

NCRW National Council for Research on Women
NES National Environmental Secretariat (Kenya)
NGO Nongovernmental Organization
NRM Natural Resources Management

OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
ODI Overseas Development Institute

PRA participatory rapid appraisal

PSGE Productive Sector Growth and Environment Division (USAID/AFR/SD, formerly USAID/
AFR/ARTS/FARA)

SADCC Southern African Development Coordination Conference (currently Southern African Devel-
opment Cordination, SADC)

SD Office of Sustainable Development (USAID/AFR, formerly USAID/AFR/ARTS)
SID Society for International Development
SIDA Swedish International Development Agency

UN United Nations
UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
UNECA United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women
UN-NGLS United Nations Non-Governmental Organization Liaison Service
USAID U.S. Agency for International Development
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture

WEP World Employment Programme (ILO)
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This bibliography is an update of an earlier version
prepared by the Africa Women in Development
(AFWID) Advisor of the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) Bureau for Africa for
the purpose of the Environment and Natural Re-
sources Policy Conference held in Banjul, The
Gambia, January 18–22, 1994, and sponsored by the
Africa Bureau’s Office of Sustainable Development,
Productive Sector Growth and Environment Division
(AFR/SD/PSGE, formerly AFR/ARTS/FARA). Al-
though the bibliographic listing has not changed con-
siderably, the presentation and organization have been
altered to create a better roadmap for its use and
maximize its versatility. This resource document was
initially conceived for the conference participants,
the majority of whom were involved in the planning
and/or implementation of USAID projects and pro-
grams in environment and natural resources.

The bibliography grew out of a parallel initiative
which attempted to test common hypotheses in the
women-in-development (WID) literature and apply
them to designs and evaluations of over 10 USAID
natural resource management or environment projects
in Africa. The findings and postulates derived from
this research compose a guidebook for project staff
titled A Guide to the Gender Dimension of Environ-
ment and Natural Resource Management: Based on
a Sample Review of USAID NRM Projects in Africa,
and published in the ARTS Technical Paper series.

The collection of references under this bibliogra-
phy more truly reflects the literature review process
undertaken in order to develop a methodology for the
short, documentation-based assessment of USAID
projects. It, therefore, does not purport to represent a

1.  Introduction

comprehensive listing of sources under the rubric of
gender and natural resources / environment in Africa
but is, in some ways, more general. A preliminary
review of USAID projects led the author to elaborate
a more holistic approach in the research, touching on
the basics of gender analysis in project design, cap-
turing common themes or problems in the gender/
environment relationship, and ending with more gen-
eral postulates on the impact of gender integration on
project efficiency. The bibliography is, thus, con-
structed in a supportive fashion and its divisioning is
explained more specifically below.

The selection of sources under each heading re-
flects most of the significant works on the subject,
adhering to the focus on Africa, and other pieces
which are either more region-specific or issue-spe-
cific. Likewise, an attempt has been made to include
sources by African authors, as well as conference or
workshop papers that supply a good proportion of
empirical work. The visibly large number of USAID
sources in the bibliography is commensurate with the
accessibility to the documentation, as well as the
target audience for which this work was originally
intended.

While the bibliography was meant as a stand-
alone piece, the user may also wish to obtain a copy
of the guidebook, which illustrates the culmination of
ideas, concepts, and statements derived from this
body of literature. The referred guide also provides
some measure for development practitioners for their
own understanding of the gender dimension of the
human-environment relationship relative to the ad-
vances being made by academic research and gender
specialists.
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The compilation of sources seeks to convey, by way
of the literature span, the context in which natural
resources management (NRM) and environment
projects are set. That is, the subject of environment
encompasses conservation, forestry, resource man-
agement, tenure issues, indigenous technical knowl-
edge, water, and energy, and constitutes the bulk of
the bibliography. Yet linking gender to environment
and development calls for a broader familiarization
with concepts, issues, and techniques found in the
development and academic literature on the subject.
Moreover, a reading of the management and conser-
vation of environmental resources would be incom-
plete without consideration of resource use for pro-
ductive purposes—hence, the inclusion of a section
on agriculture and one on food systems and food
security.

The volume of sources under each subject head-
ing is significant in certain areas—namely, conserva-
tion, forestry, natural resources management, tenure,
and indigenous knowledge. A more intensive search
for these technical subjects, cross-referenced with
gender and Africa, was conducted. It revealed that a
vast amount of research in forestry precedes the in-
vestigative track on NRM and gender, thereby en-
dowing the field with a wealth of lessons learned.
Natural resources management in association with
agriculture is broad in its scope of community- or
locally-based initiatives but not in its accumulation
of gender-sensitive strategies. Conservation—which
is used here as a catch-all for biological diversity,
wildlife management, protected areas, and national
parks—has only recently begun to demonstrate an
awareness of gender differentiation commensurate
with the practice of conservation-development initia-
tives. Research in gender and tenure is gaining mo-
mentum as donor assistance expands to include policy
and legislative reform which promotes decentralized

2.  Organization

forms of resource management. A lagging area is
indigenous knowledge of NRM and the environment;
there is a notable theoretical and empirical gap in the
scrutiny of gender roles in indigenous knowledge.
Other areas, such as water and energy, have been
more richly studied and documented but only a rep-
resentative sample of sources was selected to retain
the primary focus on natural resources. Feminism
and ecofeminism afford an alternative, more theo-
retical and philosophical slant on the relationship
between gender and environment than the “women
and environment” literature, which, in constrast, is
also more oriented to the developing world. While
less relevant to practitioners, the ecofeminism read-
ings offer up perspectives on human behaviors and
attitudes to the environment.

The first three sections of the bibliography—
”Women and Development,” “Sustainable Develop-
ment,” and “Women and Environment”—are aimed
at introducing the user to more general fields which
lay a foundation for conceptualizing the links be-
tween gender, development, and environment. It is
useful to know, for instance, that the field of women
in development (WID) has evolved from a focus on
women to a focus on gender or that the roles and
responsibilities of both men and women. This current
of thought has considerable implications for project
design. The section on sustainable development in-
forms the reader about the imperative of integrating
women in the development process for reasons of
sustainability. At least one version of the definition
of sustainability has appropriated gender as a cross-
cutting issue, among others.

As previously mentioned, the sections on “Food
Systems and Food Security” and “Women in Agri-
culture,” which are large bodies of literature, are
corollaries to the conservation and management of
resources. How people use resources and what eco-
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nomic value they ascribe to them, in a primarily
agricultural economy, must take into account the
roles of men and women in subsistence and food
production. For further reading, other bibliographies
on the subject, referenced in the last section of this
document, should be consulted.

Another dimension to achieving conservation and
management goals has to do with institutional and
organizational strengthening. The section on “Mobi-

lizing and Empowering,” which is only a small sam-
pling of the literature, recognizes the need to em-
power women and support their efforts to spearhead
environmental action in their countries, as epitomized
by the Greenbelt Movement in Kenya. Finally, the
last three sections—”Case Studies,” “Guides and
Methodologies,” and “Bibliographies”—are self-ex-
planatory and span the range of technical subjects
identified by the preceding sections.
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3.  User’s Guide

There is only one numbering system for the total 284
entries. Each bibliographic reference is supplied with
keywords that are replicated as index entries. In ad-
dition to the keywords specified at the end of each
entry, each source is automatically assigned a key-
word corresponding to the subheading under which it
appears, which means that a subheading search in the
index will produce all entries listed under that sub-
heading. There are basically four types of keywords:
subject, subheading titles, geographic region, and
institutional affiliation, if it applies. The index cat-
egories are author, subject, geographic region, and
institution. The identification of keywords for this
bibliography is mainly tied to titles rather than to a
perusal of each individual source which will be fea-
sible during the course of preparing an annotated
bibliography.

As an illustration on how to use the index, if
someone is conducting a search by author, the user
should consult the author index which would list the
author’s name alphabetically and beside the name,
the corresponding bibliographic reference numbers.

The bibliography does not provide the user with
information on the specific repositories or databases
for locating where a book or article can be ordered or
purchased. Obviously, the reports produced for
USAID can be accessed through the CDIE database
of USAID holdings. Other databases searched for the
purpose of this bibliography include AGRICOLA,
the Environmental Bibliography, Enviroline, Com-
monwealth Agriculture Bureau (CAB) in England,
and AGRIS International (FAO reports and others),
and the Public Affairs Information Service Database.

For a search on a special topic, USAID staff may
contact the Africa Bureau Information Center (ABIC),
CDIE, by email.

Titles of books, journals, and all published works
are presented in italics. Journal articles, conference
papers, and unpublished materials appear in quotes.
The breakdown of bibliographic references by sub-
heading and their corresponding numbers is the fol-
lowing:

1. Women and Development 001–026

2. Sustainable Development 027–036

3. Women and Environment 037–053

4. Conservation 054–058

5. Forests and Forestry 059–103

6. Natural Resources Management 104–114

7. Tenure 115–120

8. Indigenous Knowledge 121–130

9. Feminism and Ecofeminism 131–143

10. Energy 144–159

11. Water 160–167

12. Food Systems and Food Security 168–186

13. Women in Agriculture 187–233

14. Mobilizing and Empowering 234–242

15. Case Studies 243–260

16. Guides and Methodologies 261–278

17. Bibliographies 279–284
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